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THIS CHURCH EXISTS TO...
WORSHIP GOD
MAKE DISCIPLES . I
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUs S
AND TO CARE FOR THOSE IN NEED
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Worst of Times, Best of Times..............

Its been a bit of a week for me. Dad’s
chemotherapy has stopped working, our car has
finally died and a new one must be bought, we
can't seem to find the right job and have now
been turned down twice supposedly because of
my age. (Get your violins out now!)

But we're getting a new car! Dad is so much
better in himself all of a sudden and we have the
exciting prospect of moving and a new exciting
phase.

Church is also in a strange place. We seem a
bit unsure of ourselves, there’s worry about
who’s doing what and how things will work,
about big decisions to be made and waiting for a
leader to give us direction. Will we make the
most of Just 10 and Hope 087

Yet possibilities fill the air; a new leader, two
new curates, Stockton going well, Embassy
thriving, Long Newton thinking big for the future,
Just 10 on the horizon, children and youth work
flourishing.

So, should we be whistling ‘always look on the
bright side of life?” Should we be checking and
worrying to make sure things turnout ok?

How do you deal with it when life seems to get a
bit full?

Picture Jesus on Palm Sunday, the whole world
shouting his name, hailing him as King; his
triumph had come, the week he had ahead of
him would see crowds amazed, people
transformed, a city in uproar over God come to
earth.

It would end in agony. Well, no. It would end
in beauty, in glory, in new life; it would end in
death, but also in death defeated and glorious
new life as the firstborn of the new way, the new
life, human but heavenly.

Imagine looking forward to all that. How can
we compare our meagre troubles to His, and yet
He’'s supremely interested. God doesn’t look at
me and say “its only a car, look at what Jesus
suffered and get over it.” Jesus’ suffering gives
me perspective, but the Father cares about my
every insignificance.

Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane was
overcome with emotion. | read Bible versions
last night which said “Jesus began to be
terrified”, or “sorrowful to the point of death.”

Jesus lived a human life, knew the worst and
the best of times. He was intelligent, emotional,
strong and weak but He offered up His feelings,
His thoughts and His strength to His father, He
committed His spirit into His Father’s hands.

In the maelstrom of a life we marvel that He
made choice after choice, not based on human
beings and their possibilities to fail and succeed,
not based on feelings, not based on logic, but
based purely on loving obedience to the one He
taught us to call Dad.

His obedience led Him through the best and

worst, but finished with the best for all.
We will never suffer quite as He did, because
the Father will never leave us or forsake us.
Jesus will never leave us and forsake us, the
Spirit will never leave us or forsake us.

So as we journey past Easter again, we bow
in awe to Jesus and glory that we matter so
much to God and we learn that we are never
insignificant but neither are we supremely
significant anywhere except in the Father’s
heart. Our momentary troubles, our worries
about others, these need our care, but also our
trust and obedience. Let's use Easter to give
them up in loving obedience and let God guide
us into a Jesus-style life. Dave

Inside: Church leaders meet new Associate Minister....Brow'$O20-year stint...fresh developments in

Uaarda mission proiect...reaional forum on ir-faith collaboration...Gift Daxearmarked for 10 Ma
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Long Newton News

New Minister

Our new Minister has met with the members of
the Parochial Church Council and the Mission
Development Team. Everyone is looking
forward to the arrival of John and Kathie
Lambert and the two youngest members of their
family. The Lambert's are due to join us in early
June prior to John’s licensing on July 2.

Prayer Day

The PCC are hoping to organise a time of
prayer for those who attend St. Mary’s. This will
take place on a Sunday afternoon in April.
Further details will be announced nearer the
time.

Annual Meeting

This will take place on Thursday 24 April. There
will be light refreshments provided from 7.00pm
with the meeting starting at 7.30pm.

Everyone is welcome to come and hear the
reports on church activities during the past year.
However if you want to be involved in choosing
the officers or becoming one yourself you need
to be on the electoral roll. So if you worship at
St. Mary’s and aren’t on the roll please pick up a
form from the back of church or have a word
with Doris Wright.

Little Ted

This new venture has got off to a great start and
there are now 12 babies and toddlers coming to
the group plus their carers. So if you are looking
after a young child come along to church on
Wednesday mornings.

Churchyard

We need to do a ‘tidy-up’ in the grounds of St.
Mary’'s Church. Initially this should involve
collecting up branches and twigs etc.

You will have noticed that Cheryl has planted up
the rose beds with flowers and they look much
improved. However we do need more help with
weeding and pruning.

Another job that needs action is the painting of
the notice board and the churchyard gates.

So if you could help have a word with Tom
Whitfield and arrive armed with gloves and tools
for 10.00am Saturday 5 April. Let’s get started.

Pastoral Group
The pastoral team have been busy during the
past months.

Several visits have been made and flowers,
along with the love and care of everyone at St.
Mary’s, have gone to Angela and John, Deirdre
and Mike, Dorothy, Paula, Sally, Belle and
Roger.
Flowers also went, with our congratulations to
the proud parents of baby girl Carla who is the
newest inhabitant of the Londonderry Arms.
We do know that members of the congregation
do visit as and when they can and this is greatly
appreciated.
Please let Sonia know of anyone who is ill,
bereaved or having a bad time so that we can
extend our care and concern to them.
Sonia 582460 Jean 583752

Midnight Walk in aid of St Teresa’s
Hospice, Darlington

As you all will know already, Sonia Wade and
her daughter Sue Nelson have a close
connection with St Teresa's Hospice. Sonia
invited me to join her to take part in the Midnight
walk last Friday 14 March in South Park
Darlington. The night was clear and calm —
good for walking and we joined a gathering
throng to check in and collect our bright pink
hats and florescent necklaces. There was a
great atmosphere and lots of excitement. We
warmed up with some very brave, fit, young
men from the Army and then set off round the
park. Our path was lit by stewards with torches
and the route took us all round the park — very
atmospheric in the dark.

At the end of the walk we were treated to a
lovely bacon bun and refreshing cup of tea. We
raised around £375 thanks to all the generous
folk who gave. It was much appreciated. It has
been estimated that this first Midnight Walk has
raised £10.000. An excellent result and a
fantastic boost to the special work that staff at
the Hospice do. Thank you again to all our
sponsors.

Cheryl Moore



Christine completes 20 years as Brown Owl.
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Roll before the Annual Meeting on April 21.

doctrine of the Holy Trinity.

Gill Wake

boundaries, or if not, have been attending All Saints’ regularly for six months
enrolment form, and may be a member of the Church of England or of a church which subscribes to the

ALL SAINTS ELECTORAL ROLL
(Nothing to do with
the Local Authority Electoral Roll)

The privilege of voting for the new P.C.C. is yours by making sure your name is on the Church Electoral

Check whether your name is on the Roll in the Choir
Vestry - if itis not and you are able to fulfill all the conditions for inclusion please complete an
application form (forms also in the Choir Vestry).

Completed forms should be returned to Gill Wake or Sandra in Reception

Check the Roll - if your name is already on you do not need to sign another form.

People who will be able to be included on the Roll will be 16 years of age before the Annual Meeting on
21 April and will have been baptised. They can also be included if they live within the parish

before completing the

So you are urged to sign up if you are eligible and vote for the new P.C.C.
To be able to vote at this year’'s Annual Meeting yo

u must sign up by Sunday 6 April, 2008

Eventful year sets scene for Annual Meeting

A year marked by significant changes at All
Saints’ adds interest to the church annual
meeting to be held this year on Monday, April
21.

Since last year’'s annual meeting there has been
a re-structuring at clergy level with Alan
becoming Priest-in-Charge at Stockton Parish
Church, while remaining Vicar of All Saints’ and
St. Mary’s, Long Newton, and John Lambert
being appointed Associate Minister in the two
parishes.

Another significant development last year was
the appointment of our two full-time youth
workers, Tim Wye and Lindsay Witherow, while
church publicity and information saw personnel
changes with Simon Clayton coming in to head
up the communication group.

A more comprehensive assessment of church
life over the past 12 months will come with the
publication of the annual reports to be

presented to the April 21 meeting for questions
and discussion.

Also on the agenda will be the election of a new
churchwarden to replace Wendy Sheffeild, who
has completed her three-year stint, as well as
the elections of lay members to Stockton
Deanery Synod and 12 lay members to the new
Parochial Church Council (PCC).

As Gill Wake, our electoral roll officer, has been
stressing recently members must have their
names on the church electoral roll in order to be
eligible to vote in these elections.

All Saints’ Annual Meeting

Monday April 21
7pm for 7.30pm




Ruby wedding celebrations
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Phillipines placement for Hannah

March 25 will see
Hannah Gordon taking
up her place with
Global Xchange, a

youth volunteering
programme within the
Voluntary Services
Overseas (VSO)
organisation. After a
five day induction

course, Hannah will be
working in Newham,
London, for three
months before flying
out to llligan in the
Phillipines for three
months, working with a
team of 18 people,
nine from the UK and
nine from the
Phillipines.

The team has been assigned to a Peace and Development project working for a charity/non-
Governmental organisation four days a week and on the fifth day taking part in a Global Citizenship
Day. GCDs are active learning about community development issues in the UK and in the Phillipines.
As an organisation VSO does not depend on sending aid and money to developing countries but
instead sending individuals to share their skills and change lives.

REFLECTIONS OF
THE JOURNEYS COURSE

It was about 1 % years ago when | first heard
about the "Journeys course’. Since then |

have been keen to run it for people who are
open to exploring the Christian faith.

Having prayed about when & where it should
take place, it all came together and seemed
right to do in January this year.

The course took place at the home of Karen
and John Bates, who were wonderful hosts (A
big Thank you to both of you).

Chris and | enjoyed leading the course, which
was attended by six people, mainly connected
with our toddler groups.

The ten of us explored a different topic
each week, such as’ Does God have real power
to change things? °

We watched DVD clips, had some very
interesting discussions and enjoyed getting to

know each other over a cuppa and all kinds of
cake (which of course was a highlight!).

At the end of the five week course there was
enthusiasm to continue exploring the “Journey
of faith together.

As a result of this most of us are going to
embassy next Sunday night, attending an
evening at the Oakwood centre in April, when a
boxer is coming to share his testimony, and
then we are going together to the “Just Ten
series in Preston Park.

A couple of people have also started attending
our 10.30am service.

Please pray for all of us as we continue our
“Journey’ of faith together.

Jan Peters



Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side.

Murton, a former mining community
inland between Seaham and Easington,
was the venue for this consultation
organised by the Government Office North
East, with the North East Regional Faiths
Network and the Churches’ Regional
Commission.

Whew! If that sentence is a few
mouthfuls short of a blowout, it still
threatens to choke one off before the main
course. What was on the menu?

The Government plans to publish an
inter-faith strategy ‘in Spring 2008’, and the
consultation was to find out how ‘we can all
work in partnership with each other to
increase inter-faith dialogue and social
action . . (and another mouthful about
‘tangible and positive change’, ‘increased
cohesion’, ‘greater community
empowerment’ and ‘resilience to
extremism’). First point: we are already in
spring, but we were assured that the
publication is deferred to July, and the
Government really do want to hear views
before publication.

Before settling down to a feast of
inter-faith  brainstorming, we had an
excellent buffet, which catered for
vegetarian and other diets but, as someone
pointed out, not all inter-faith sensitivity in
relation to, for example, the presence of
ham. | didn’t notice this, but it illustrated the
blindnesses we all have associated with our
own ignorance or prejudices — which is
really what the consultation was all about.

After the physical feast, and an
introduction by the ‘gentleman from
Whitehall’ (although by way of amelioration
he said he was an Aston Villa supporter, as
if that helped. It was about as welcome as
the ham sandwiches to some of our
colleagues), we moved on to the most
interesting and useful part of the day, an
hour of discussion in smaller groups. The
consultation  document contained 20
questions and these were divided among

seven self-selected groups. There were
nine of us in the group | chose; as it
happens four were from Stockton. The two
rather lengthy main questions we had to
discuss centred on the barriers which
prevent faith groups in our area ‘bridging
and linking’, and to what extent does inter-
faith social action enable us to work side by
side with people who have no religion. | am
not sure we got very far with those specific
qguestions, but our recorder had plenty to
record and there will be a full report of all
the contributions in due course.

My personal conclusions were that
face-to-face dialogue is essential in order to
tackle differences, but that if differences
appear to be irreconcilable, as so many do,
side-by-side discussion of the many points
of agreement is the necessary first step —
and this is where joint social action comes
in. Secondly, | believe local initiatives are
the starting point. Government can support,
and provide a framework for inter-faith
dialogue and social action, but anything like
a national strategy must be approached
very cautiously if we are to realise the
Government’s vision for our country as “one
of strong, confident communities where
people of all different backgrounds get on
well together”.

JA

Pause for thought

I will give them an undivided heart and put a
new spirit in them.
| will remove from them their heart of stone and
give them a heart of flesh.
Then they will follow my decrees and be careful
to keep my laws.
They will be my people, and | will be their God.

Ezekiel v. 19 — 20
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Services at St. Mary’s during April

Holy Communion
Service of the Word
Holy Communion
Service of the Word
Holy Communion

Tea and Coffee are available after each service.

Please join us
EVERYONE WILL BE MADE VERY WELCOME.




Focus on Mission

New mission opportunity
in Uganda

Since returning to Eastern Uganda last year,
Yvonne Hubbard and her son, Simon, have
been adapting to a slightly changed timetable.
Their long-term plan is to establish a family
ministry caring for about 60 orphaned and other
vulnerable children.

However, while land negotiations continue, they
have been “loaned out” to a friend of the Pastor
in a big town closer to Soroti, about five hours
drive from the capital, Kampali, to work in a
year-old school of about 300 children where
Yvonne is school manager/advisor/teacher.

New buildings are required for girls’
accommodation, including a second dormitory,
and Simon has become heavily involved,
managing a team of Ugandan builders and re-
wiring the site and advising on practical issues.

Yvonne emails: “We are in the bustle of a big
town with some semblance of electricity which is
load-shared with most of Uganda. They don't
turn it on all the time and the whole country is
put on a kind of rota. We are presently living
with the director of the school along with his wife
and their five boys. He is also headmaster of
the largest day school in town with over 4000
children on roll.”

In sharp contrast, Yvonne and Simon visited the
site of their planned school and family centre
located in a remote area of Soroti district without
electricity or running water. “The stark reality of
the ‘promised land’ we are to move into doesn’t
look quite so promising in the light of day, so
God is allowing us to move into it gradually.
This way, we can operate in some degree of
comfort by African standards while the
foundations and buildings get done. We can
monitor it as we continue to work here serving
these children.”

Mission partner in the news

Latest news from the Skeils at Vellore, in India,
is of Hugh's trip to Nepal making front page
news in the Christian Medical College
newsletter. They report that the trip went well,
other than a few hours delay coming back.

At the request of CMS, Debbie will be writing to
Interhealth outlining treatment options relating to
her recent illness, although the encouraging
news is that she has been "in good form" for the
last few weeks, apart from needing to sleep a
lot. The cats are also reported to be in good
form, apart from George losing his collar and
key to the cat flap - again!

They add: "We have had rain yet again today,
most strange, but otherwise the heat is slowly
increasing, but still remains pleasant for now."

Caring for those in need

In the spirit of caring for those in need, one of
our core church values, Gift Day is back on the
church calendar after being suspended during
the period of fund-raising for All Saints' Centre.

The church council has pencilled in Sunday,
May 11 this year as Gift Day. From what is
raised, members agreed to allocate £1500 for
overseas mission - £1000 to our mission
partners in Tabora, visited by Alan and Nicky
last year, and £500 for the Newham's building
project in Mongolia.

PCC also agreed to se aside £1000 for our
Hope 08 initiative to carry out decorating work
as part of the Parkfield Community Centre up-
grading. This work will be spearheaded by the
Men who Care team, backed up by volunteers
from our congregations.

The balance from Gift Day giving will go towards
urgently needed heating and/or electrical work
at Stockton Parish Church, where Alan is now
Priest-in-Charge.



In Touch

Changes are being considered in both the content and format of In Touch. It is likely that the next
issue, for May, will be the last in its present format. The reason is that, following the church annual
meeting on April 21, Bill Cockcroft, editor, and Ann Wood, production assistant, will be standing
down, having collaborated on the magazine for several years.

A review being undertaken by Simon Clayton’s communication group will be considering interim
arrangements for publishing church news and information while a longer-term strategy is worked out.
In the meantime, our Parochial Church Council members are being encouraged to come forward with
ideas and suggestions.

1 0 .
Amateur Wine and Beer makers
National Show
Saturday, 16 March 2008.

$n& & 0* Charles Shelton, who makes the communion
+ 0*- wine for All Saints’ and St Mary’'s won the
$ %" . $/ -- National Association of Wine and Beer makers
$ %'& O 0* Master Trophy at Weston-super-Mare on 16
8& | # (- March. He also won the Bournemouth Master
" Winemaker Cup and trophies for Best White

. Sweet wine, Best Aperitif Wine, Best Fruit Wine

( 0 Red Sweet Wine, Best Stoned Fruit Wine Red

Sweet, Best Sweet Mead and a trophy for the

highest points in all Fruit Wine classes. There
, were over 2,200 bottles entered in the show

nom " " over 101 classes. Charles entered 82 bottles of
" home-made wine and beer.
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New Wine challenge over oppressed women
Bright and early on Saturday 15 March, seven of us set off from All
Saints’ car park to go to New Wine Women'’s’ Day in Harrogate. It was
good getting time to chat to people who | often see just in passing and it
felt like an exciting school trip leaving behind our usual responsibilities to
concentrate on seeking God and seeing what he had in store for us.

| have been to most (if not all) of the New Wine Women’s Days and |
must confess to a growing feeling of unease that it can become a little
too comfortable and predictable, as the format is very similar each year,
a little bit too managed and manicured to let God really in. We arrived at
the Venue, which is very plush and impressive, to the usual queues of
women. Most of them appear to be middle class, a lot were middle aged
and fairly well dressed (I know that I'm judging). | always think that I'm
prepared but the actual number of women gathered always amazes me.
About 1,500 this year | think. | did keep this nagging doubt at the back of
my mind that Jesus went out to the lost and lonely and broken in poor
dirty and “messy” situations and here we were in our comfortable
surroundings with probably mostly comfortable lives.

Nicole Brown who | love for her passion and freeing music was the worship leader and encouraged us to
praise with all our hearts.

Mary Pytches was the first person that spoke to us, the co-founder of “New Wine” with her husband
David many years ago. She chose to talk to us on the prayer of Jabez passage in 1 Chronicles 4:9. “Oh
No!” was my first thought as | have read and re-read the books that have for many years been in
Christian book shops by an American author, and | knew that many of the women there would also have
read them. However, | needn’t have worried. | had forgotten what a radical godly person she is and as
she said herself it was all about God being there himself, and He was. She is such a good speaker but
more than that she is so good at listening to God and knowing what to say and how to say it. The
ministry time at the end of the session was God moving in many different ways for as many different
needs as there were. | was “blessed mightily” for as Mary said how could you bless others if you haven't
been blessed yourself, and there were women who were healed of both physical and emotional
problems. There was outpouring of trapped emotions and intercession on behalf of others. The best
thing, however, was to hear that many women sing in tongues all together to God; it was such a sweet
sound that I'm sure that it made God very pleased and made a real difference to the spiritual climate.

The afternoon could have been a real anti-climax, but we were really taken out of our comfort zones by
some women who have decided to take up the cause of oppressed women around the world. Firstly
Michelle Hawthorne and her friend who are trying to help women taken into slavery and often sold by
their own families and the awful plight of women in Afghanistan and the lives that they lead.

Then a representative of Mercy Ministry told us about their work with girls who have lost their way in life,
anything from drugs to prostitution, depression or eating disorders. They set up centres (one is in UK in
Bradford) to try to help and she had had to help her own sister. She challenged us to think about
whether we were beautiful ornaments or useful vessels for god as she had been what she called an
ornament for a lot of her life until she listened to Gods call.

“ Jabez cried out to the God of Israel,” ‘Oh that You would bless me, and enlarge my territory, let your
hand be with me, and keep me from harm, so that | will be free from pain!" and God granted his request.
Sandra Griffiths .
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Wednesday 2
Monday 7
Tuesday 8

Monday 14
Monday 21
Wednesday 23
Thursday 24

Wednesday 30

6.30pm — 8.30pm TVCA Prayer for Just 10.

7.30pm Standing Committee

11.45am Luncheon Club Service in Church
12.30pm Luncheon Club lunch in Centre.

7.30pm All Saints’ M.D.T.

7.00pm for 7.30pm All Saints’ ACPM.

7.30pm J.John in Preston Park — ‘find contentment’.
7.00 for 7.30pm St. Mary’'s ACPM

7.30pm J John in Preston Park — ‘hold to the truth’.

- #
Thank you to the people who have
Our Church Reception contributed this month to In Touch
(Situated in the Centre Foyer) is open
Please keep your articles coming in and
Weekdays 10am — 12 noon either give to Bill Cockcroft
Coffee served each morning Or preferably e-mail Ann
Ann.wood13@ntlworld.com
Traidcraft goods and cards are on sale. Not the Church Office.
The next Press Date
Sunday 20 April 2008
&& /6 VA 8 , /9 '

Rev. Alan Farish (Vicar)
The Vicarage

Quarry Road
EAGLESCLIFFE
Stockton-on-Tees
TS16 9BD

Rev. David Hammond (Curate)
The Vicarage

5 The Close

LONG NEWTON
Stockton-on-Tees

TS21 1DW

Contact Number is through
All Saints’ Reception — 01642 783814

e-mail — office@allsaints-church.co.uk
Web site http:/www.allsaints-church.co.uk

Magazine Editor - Bill Cockcroft.
Production Assistant — Ann Wood.




